
 
 

1 | P a g e  
 

 
 

Royal Fleet Auxiliary Association 
London and Home Counties Branch 

Charity Number 1093950 
 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th January 2015  
The Pineapples, London 

 
Present: David Cooper (DC), Tom Adams (TA), Gillian Downham (GD), Derek 

Pevier (DP), Stan McCabe (SM), John Caruana (JC), Shane Redmond 
(SR), Peter Harrison (PH).  

 
 Apologies: Bob Nichols, Richard Fernley, Ian Prescott.  
 
The meeting opened at 12.00 
 
Minutes of Last Meeting:  
 
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted.  Proposed SR.  Seconded DC. 
 
Officers Report:   
 
Chairman’s Report:  
  
Treasurer’s Report: 
The Treasurer was absent, but sent his report stating: 
Total from Bank Statement  £549.17p  
Auditors sent this figure via Frank Andrews 
 
Secretary’s Report:   
  
Matters Arising: 
 

i) Trinity House.  Monday 23 March 2015 at 1500.  Numbers are limited to 25.  
So far 7 have expressed an interest. 

ii) The proposal to hold lunch and meetings at the Pineapple Pub were 
discussed and by a show of hands it was agreed that the previous venue 
for the meetings was preferred.  The proposal now is that we meet for 
lunch at the Pineapple at 12noon then at the Marine Society at 13.15. 
The 11th March was agreed for the next meeting – RF to confirmed 
booking 
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iii)  London Branch Reunion.  There was some confusion as to the correct date: 
2017 or 2018?  RF confirmed 2017.  Since the above meeting, it has been 
advised that the date of the London Branch Reunion has been confirmed 
as 2017 with the actual date to be advised. 
SM took the liberty of advising the meeting that RF has already made 
advance enquiries as to a choice of venue and that various options are 
under consideration. 

iv) Branch attendance figures.  This was discussed and agreed that, despite 
sterling efforts to come up with a better formula to encourage more 
members to attend, we should accept what we have and the branch 
should continue to works as it does. 

 
Visits: 
 

i) Proposed visit to IMO.  TA will speak to RF to explore this suggestion further. 
ii) Further Pub visit.  Following the success of the visit to Greenwich last year it 

was suggested that this be repeated in the coming summer months. 
Agenda item for next meeting - RF 

 
 
AOB: 
   

i) JC again proposed a branch visit to Malta and it was agreed that he should 
make further enquiries with the Malta branch of the British Legion and 
any suitable tour operators.  A target date of Autumn 2015 with due 
regards to any possible conflict with other branch and national fixtures. 

ii) SR offered to make enquiries with a view to tying in a visit to any RFA or RN 
ship which may be in Malta at the time. 

iii) JC raised the outstanding question of making searches for the family of a 
Maltese seaman who is buried in Cyprus.  He has also discussed the 
matter of a suitable memorial with Chairman Frank Andrews (RFAA) who, 
he reports would support such an action and a letter JC has prepared for 
the Malta High Commission is to be sent to SR for appropriate discussion 
with Frank Andrews. 

iv) Web Site.  There is some concern about the condition of the branch and 
national web sites and that the London site should be updated pending 
any further development from Deputy Chairman Pat Thompson. TA 
offered his technical assistance if required – RF to follow up  

 
 
 
Date of next Meeting:  
 
It was decided that the next meeting was to be held on March 11th 2015 at the 
Pineapple Pub for 12noon, and at the Marine Society for 13.15. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 15.00 
 
 


