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Royal Fleet Auxiliary Association 
London and Home Counties Branch 

Charity Number 1093950 
 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th September 2013  
The Marine Society, London 

 
Present:  Dave Cooper (DC), Stan McCabe (SM), Derek Pevier (DP), Tom 

Adams (TA), Mike Day (MD), John Caruana (JC), Bob Nicholls 

(RN) 
 

Apologies:  Shane Redmond, Mike Ainley, Peter Russell, John Allix, Richard 
Fernley, Martin Troman, Jim Smith, Ian Prescott, Jim Wyatt 

 
The meeting opened at 1335 
 

Minutes of Last Meeting:  
 

The minutes of the last meeting were accepted.  Proposed DC.  Seconded RN. 
 
Officers Report:   

 
Chairman’s Report:   

 
The Chairman was absent for this meeting and sent his apologies.  The only thing 
he has to report is that a number of non-regional prizes that were donated to the 

2013 Reunion were held back for use by the branches.  Consequently the London 
branch now has a £50 Marks & Spencer voucher.  A decision has yet to be made 

regarding its use. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:   

 
The branch paid £45 for two wreaths that were laid at the Merchant Navy memorial 

on 8th September, and gave the standard bearer £100 towards his expenses 
incurred when parading the branch standard in Liverpool for the Battle of the 
Atlantic 70th anniversary service.  Including the gangway fee money from this 

meeting, the branch’s balance is now £460.01 in credit. 
 

Secretary’s Report:   
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Secretary laid a wreath at Trinity Gardens on MN Day on behalf of the RFA 
Association, and will represent the Association at the annual meeting of the 

Shipwrecked Fishermen and Mariners’ Royal Benevolent Society on 1st October.. 
 

Questionnaire: 
 
A copy of the questionnaire regarding the future of the branch etc was circulated 

among the members present for comment.  It was suggested that instead of 
posting hard copies to members, an online survey from a company such as Survey 

Monkey might be used as this would likely result in a bigger response.  The 
Secretary agreed to follow this up.  A discussion on how to attract new members 
followed.  DC stated that this is really a matter for the RFA Association HQ and not 

for individual branches. 
 

Christmas Lunch: 
 
It was agreed that we would hold our Christmas lunch at the Union Jack club once 

more and a number of dates were proposed which the Secretary undertook to put 
to the club and make a booking. 

 
Post meeting note:  Booking confirmed at 13:00 on Wednesday 4th December 

 
Ceremonial Events: 
 

Annual Seafarers Service: Wednesday 16th October at St Paul’s Cathedral.  Tickets 
have been applied for for those members who applied. 

Remembrance Day: Sun 10 November at the Cenotaph.  Tickets being 
administered by Pat Thompson.  See the main RFA Association website for details 
of how to apply for tickets. 

 
AOB:   

 
JC stated that he has now been cleared by his doctor as being fit to travel.  He 
therefore intends to visit Malta at Christmas and make contact with the Malta 

branch.  He goes with the branch’s best wishes for the Malta branch. 
 

TA attended the recent defence exhibition in London and gave a précis  of an 
address made by Cdre Walworth at the on the future shape of the RFA. 
 

Dates of 2014 Meetings:  
 

The following dates have been agreed for the 2014 meetings and have been 
booked with the Marine Society:   Wednesday 22nd January, Wednesday 19th March, 
Wednesday 18th June, Wednesday 17th September. 

 
All meetings start at 13:30 with members encouraged to meet in the Pineapple pub 

beforehand for a pie and a pint. 
 
 

 
The meeting closed at 1435 

 


